
 

Greater Portland Landmarks’ 
Walk Around the Block 

 

19th Century Real Estate Development:  

Moses Gould & Eliphant Clark 

April 11, 2018 
 

 

 

  



19th Century Real Easter Development: Moses Gould & Eliphant Clark  

  

Moses Gould (1815-1893) 

Was a real estate and stock broker in the Old Port (29 Exchange Street). In 1870 he real es-

tate holdings were valued at $32,000 (525,000 in 2017$) and his personal estate was valued 

at $15,000 (254,000 in 2017$.)  

In 1857 he purchased land from North Street to the Eastern Prom and subdivided it into 

house lots with a dream of establishing a neighborhood of  residences for Portland’s well to 

do.  Instead the land was very early developed with small scale single family homes that 

were of a sort of urban farmhouses. It appears from deed research that Gould may have had 

constructed some of the neighborhood dwellings on speculation or as income producing 

properties that he later sold.  

He built his two-family house with Dr. Eliphalet Clark. Clark was a director of the street 

railway company, a osteopathic doctor and a real estate developer in Deering.  

Moses Gould was a friend and business partner on occasion with John A Poor. Like Poor he 

was a proponent of industry along Portland’s shore line. He owned flats in Back Cove and in 

1864 formed a company to fill and improve the shore of Back Cove, some of the fill was 

then taken from the west side of Munjoy Hill, as well as debris from the 1866 fire.  

 Moses and his wife Sophia [Dennett] married in 1841, then had 8 children. Edward a Sea-

man, Charles a machinist, Moses M a seaman (later a master mariner who built the house at 

218 Eastern Prom), Henry a seaman, Sophia, Hiram, Robert, and Frank, a shoemaker.  

The couple lived in their home, known as Fairview Villa, on North Street  - it is one of the 

earliest homes on the Hill, and survived the Great Fire of 1866 which burned as far as the 

south side of North Street. 

Moses is buried in Evergreen Cemetery. 

Fort Sumner Park 

Sumner Park is owned by the city and offers the most commanding view of Portland.  It 

takes its name from Fort Sumner, which was built in 1794.  It was named after a governor 

of Massachusetts, which Maine was a part of until 1820.  It is a surviving element of a park 

system envisioned by mayor Baxter and the Olmstead Brothers. 

It was designated a park “in perpetuity” in 1982. 

 



North Street 

North Street was laid out in 1727, connecting Congress Street (then known as 

Mountjoy Street) to Sandy Point, site of Tukey’s Bridge. Five residences on North 

Street were lost during the Great Fire of 1866, but several pre-fire houses remain. 

 

 

 



80 North Street, 1871—Hiram Pierce House 

The house originally had a connected two-story barn. 

Hiram Pierce of Wolfeboro NH moved to Maine where he is listed in US Census records as a 

hay wholesaler. It appears that his son Harry worked as a clerk in his hay business on Moulton 

Street. In 1900 Hiram, his son, his daughter Anna and her two children lived in the house with 

a female servant. Hiram died in 1909. 

 After the Pierce family sold the house in the late teens, the dwelling appears to have been rent-

ed. 

 



63 North Street—Benjamin Noble House—1856 

 

One of the oldest structures on Munjoy Hill, this 2 1/2 story Italianate wood frame house was 

built by Benjamin F. Noble after his return from the California Gold Rush.  This house is sig-

nificant because Nobel and his two brothers became prominent developers of Munjoy Hill and 

this house may have set the style for subsequent houses in the area.  

 

Benjamin’s brother Nymphas B. Noble, a local entrepreneur lived next door.  During the 1880s 

Nymphas ran Forest City Mineral Spring, which was a rival of Poland Springs for a short time.  

 

 

 

 



84 Quebec Street, c 1877 

Built c1877 for Mrs. Abby Baker. The Bakers never lived in the building according to street 
directories, and the family sold the house in 1879.  

Mary Marsh the wife of John N Marsh, a watch and clock repairer owned the house in the last 
decades of the 19th century.  

It was then owned in the early 20th century by Gertrude and Howard Hamilton. Howard was a 
contractor and carpenter. From deed records we know he bought and sold several lots in the 
Deering suburbs in the 10s and 20s, probably buying lots, developing them and selling off the 
new homes. 

From 1924-1948 the house was the home of the Coe family. Nelson P Coe, was from New 
Hampshire and worked as an electrician for the Electric Power Co. 

 

 

 



80 Quebec Street—Queen Anne 

Quebec Street-  

Like Montreal Street, Quebec Street reflects the railroad connection which made Portland Can-
ada’s winter port and stimulated the economic growth of our waterfront city. The street was 
laid out in 1852 connecting North Street to the Eastern Promenade. 

 

80 Quebec Street was built by Alfred Roberts, a shoe and boot dealer c1881 

 

In 1898 Fred A. Billings owned the property.  He ran a grocer store 
located at 117 Congress Street.  

 



65 Quebec Street, c 1866  Edward N Greely House 

 

Edward N Greely (1835-1908) was a milk dealer. He built his house on Quebec Street and op-

erated a dairy from the rear of his house in a building on Merrill Street.  

He lived in half of the double house according to the 1900 US Census, with wife Mary, son 

Elmer, daughter in law Harriet and a servant, Mary Griffin (Irish – first generation). The 

Greely family lived in the house until 1917.  

The other half of the house was occupied by Hezekiah Roberts c1900-1917.   

Both Hezekiah and Edward N Greeley were Civil War veterans and milk dealers. Greely 

served as a Sergeant in the 1st Maine Regiment Company C 5/1861-8/1861 and as captain in 

the 25th Maine Regiment Company B from 9/1862-7-1863 

 

The Merrill Street building was later used as a garage by Alvah 

York. 

 



Merrill Street  

Laid out in 1857, it was likely named in honor of Thomas and William Merrill, merchants on 

Merrill’s Wharf, or Peter Merrill, a Deputy Collector of Customs in Portland.  

Architectural Character of the Street  

Merrill Street is eclectic with multiple scales and styles of homes. Dwellings range from one 

story to three story and include examples Italianate, Second Empire, and vernacular styles. 

While the front gable end is the predominate roof form, examples of the mansard, flat, and side 

gable are also present. Most dwellings are one-and-a-half story with two or three bays wide. 

Most dwellings rest on a brick foundation. The dwellings are generally set at or near the side-

walk, except for Nos. 19 and 68 Merrill Street. Entrances are generally on the street façade, alt-

hough there are examples of primary entrances on the side facade.  Two three-story Second 

Empire double houses are located near the intersection with Cumberland Avenue. Near the cor-

ner of Quebec Street is a former brick commercial building. 

Notable Buildings on Merrill Street 

J.M. Stevens House-1871 (late 1860s?) 

dairy 

 

 



65 Merrill Street— The residence of the Love family for nearly 50 years.  

Willis Love (1849-1933) was born in Virginia. In 1870 he was working in Alexandria, Virginia 

as a waiter.  

By 1875 he moved to Portland and worked variously as a painter and waiter. In 1879 he mar-

ried his wife Eliza Taylor, a widow born in Nova Scotia, and they moved to a rental just down 

the street. The couple had four children, Alice, Harry, Willis Ardon, and James.  

In 1904 while Willis was working as a janitor at the Elks Club on Congress Street, he and Eliza 

purchased the house at 65 Merrill Street from the Sparrow family.  

Willis worked as a janitor and waiter for the Elks for many years, as did his son Willis Ardon. 

Willis Ardon Love died at age 31 in 1914 from Typhoid Fever. Their son Harry, an electrician, 

and his family lived nearby at 49 Merrill Street.  

After Willis’ death in 1933 his widow Eliza and daughter Alice, a 

seamstress, lived in the house until Alice’s death in 1950. Her sur-

viving brothers then sold the house to the DiBiase family. 

 

 



52 (54) Melbourne Street, 1876 (corner of Merrill) 

John C Main House 

 

John C Main, a Scottish immigrant, was an agent at the Grand Trunk Railroad. He previously 
lived on Quebec Street with his wife, an English immigrant, before building this house on Mel-
bourne and Merrill Streets on land he bought from William Hoyt in 1875. He died very young 
of Bronchitis, at age 44 in 1888 while in Detroit Michigan. He is buried in Evergreen Ceme-
tery. 

 

Later occupied by George T Dealey, a traveling agent selling fish wholesale. George Dealey 
was a Canadian immigrant who came to the US in 1878 and married in Portland in 1880. He 
later became a wholesale merchant of canned corn, a director 
at Burnham and Morrill, and built a house at 126 Eastern 
Prom in 1910.  

 

Melbourne Street 

 Laid out in 1852, the street is possibly named for 2nd Vis-
count Lord Melbourne, a 19th century statesman and Prime 
Minister of Great Britain.  

 



58 Melbourne Street, 1867 

John E Noyes House 

 

John E Noyes (1834-1905) was a milk dealer in Portland. He served as a member of Portland’s 
Common Council representing Ward I 1876-1877. 

 

 

 



Willis Street  

Named in honor of Mayor William Willis (1794-1870). Willis was an attorney, scholar, former 
State Senator, and author of The History of Portland (1832-33). Willis Street extends from 
Walnut to Melbourne Street, bisecting Montreal Street. The street was laid out in 1858 as part 
of a subdivision of land c1857 by Moses Gould and Eliphalet Clark.  

 

Architectural Character of the Street  

Willis Street is predominated by one-and-a-half story Italianate dwellings and two-and-a-half 
story Greek Revivals with gable ends to the street. There is on two story hip roof dwelling on 
the street as well. Many of the larger scaled buildings take up a larger percentage of their lots 
than the neighboring smaller scaled buildings. Both the smaller scaled dwellings and the larger 
buildings are two or three bays wide. All the dwellings rest on a brick foundation. The dwell-
ings are generally set at or near the sidewalk. While most have front entrances on the street 
with high stoops or front porches, two dwellings have side entrances. The dwellings between 
Montreal and Walnut Streets are on small lots and parking, where provided, is generally ac-
commodated in narrow driveways to the side of a dwelling. The dwellings between Montreal 
and Melbourne Street are on larger or multiple lots with off street parking in the side yards. 

 



10 Willis Street, c1866 

 

Although city assessor records date the building to 1875, the dwelling appears on the 1876 and 

1871 Maps of Portland, but not the 1857 map. In 1869 Julia and Thomas Winslow of Ports-

mouth deeded the lot and buildings to Joshua Winslow of Bath.  

Julia was the daughter of Judge Horatio Southgate (1781-1864), she acquired the lot and build-

ings from Moses Gould in 1866 (Book 344/Page 451) just three months after her wedding.  

The couple were married in Portland, but lived in Portsmouth where Thomas was a blacksmith 

by 1870. The dwelling had a succession of owners who did not live in the buildings, it was 

usually a rental property according to street directories and cen-

sus records. 

 

 

 



Walnut Street 

 While its origin seems obvious, it is an interesting departure from other street names on the 
hill that are generally associated with prominent places or people. Walnut Street connects 
Washington Avenue to the Eastern Promenade, bisecting North Street. The lower half of the 
street from Washington to North Street was laid out in 1851. It was extended from North Street 
to the Eastern Promenade in 1866.  

Architectural Character of the Street 

The north side of Walnut Street from North Street to the Prom was once predominated by a 

reservoir, but is now largely parking and green space for the Island View Apartments (2002) 

and the Promenade East Condominiums (1975). On the south side of the street, the MacArthur 

Gardens apartment buildings (1947) like those on the north side, are an anomaly to the neigh-

borhood’s historic development pattern with buildings set back from the street in a green space 

and perimeter parking at the sidewalk on Montreal Street. The remainder of the street has small 

scale dwellings in the Second Empire, Queen Anne and vernacular styles. The roofs are front 

gable or mansard. The one-and-a-half and two story dwellings are set close to the street, with 

small green spaces between the foundations and the sidewalk. While most of the foundations 

are high, they are constructed of various materials, brick, stone, and block.  Lot sizes vary, with 

some dwellings having a large side yard.  Dwellings are eclectic in style, size, and age and rest 

on lots both large and small.  



Reservoir 

The Munjoy Hill Reservoir was built in 1889 at the corners of North and Walnut Streets by the 
Portland Water Company to better serve customers in the East End of Portland. This Reservoir 
had a capacity of 20,000,000 gallons.  

 

Because of a defective overflow, the reservoir burst on August 6, 1893.  The break sent mil-
lions of gallons of water downhill, destroying four homes and killing four people.  

 

The Reservoir remained in operation until 1970 as an emergency back up water supply. Today, 
this tract of land is condominium parking that sits atop of a large underground reservoir.  

 

 

 

 

 

This photo was taken from the top of the embankment of the Portland Water Company reser-
voir on Munjoy Hill after the reservoir break of August 6, 1893. Some water is still flowing out 
of the structure and a number of people are standing on the bank at rear, which was created by 
the outburst of water.  

 

 



 

 



 

 

Reservoir in the 1920s 



46 Walnut  

Albert Dirwanger was a florist who arrived in the United States in 1855. Five years later he 
married Katie Donnelly who was an Irish immigrant who came the United States in 1856.   

Albert and Katie lived at 46 Walnut Street, and Albert had his greenhouses on the rear of his 
house lot at the corner of North and Montreal Streets.  

He grew dahlia, pinks, asters, pansies, phlox, and verbena in his greenhouses. His florist shop 
was downtown on Congress Street. 

Albert and Katie’s daughter Ada died at eight years old of diphtheria. Their other daughter Isa-
bella built and occupied the dwelling at 61-63 Montreal Street circa 1912. 

Albert’s brother Joseph was also a florist and lived right around the corner at 105 North St.  

Albert Dirwanger bought 6 lots near North Street from Moses Gould in 1864 For $1400. 

 

 

 



54 Walnut— 

 

 

 

 

The house in the lower left corner was occupied by a Portland Water District employee from 
about 1914-1920. When this last tenant moved out, the Trustees sold the house for $325. The 
new owner moved the house across Walnut Street where it stands today (#54).   

 



105 North Street 

Joseph Dirwanger like his father and brother was also a florist. His greenhouses were on a plot 
of land leased from Neal Dow, behind what is now the Rite Aid on Congress Street in the West 
End. His shop was nearby at 722 Congress Street.  

 

His brother Albert, you will remember, lived around the corner on Walnut Street.  

 

The brothers’ nephew Joseph N Dirwanger was also a florist who lived on Lafayette Street for 
several years then later at 61 Montreal Street.  Just around the corner.  

FYI 59 Montreal was later renumbered 61 and is the same buildings that Albert’s daughter 
lived in. 

 



100 North Street, 1873 

Charles F Rundlett (1832-1918) married Mary E Curtis in 1860.  

Originally a carriage maker, he later worked for Mary’s family business, the Curtis Chewing 

Gum Co.  

He went into business with his brothers William and James (Rundlett Bros. Chewin Gum) after 

the couple moved into the house on North Street in 1873, but left the company by 1877. 

 

 

 



79 North Street –Fairview Villas—circa 1847—Greek Revival 

 

This house is one of the finest on the Hill.   Before this area was widely developed 
this house commanded a spectacular view, as alluded to in its name.  Its early in-
habitants included Dr. Eliphet Clark and Moses Gould who figured into the filling 
in of Back Cove and were large landowners on the Hill.    
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